
Rainbow Health Ontario reached out to the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada for an 

organizational stance on national standardization. We asked them to comment on the status of the 

CanMEDS framework update, particularly how it would account for 2SLGBTQ health care education 

and calls to standardize this in training programs nationwide. 

 

A representative shared the following response: 

  

When it comes to creating competency-based and licensure-related standards that hold programs 

accountable, the CanMEDS Framework is critical.  Please find below information about an Open Call for 

updates to the CanMEDS Framework, as well as information on our strategic plan.    

 

With the Open Call, it is important to note that this is the first step in collecting feedback (more will 

come), and the revised Framework will not go live until late 2025/2026. 

  
1)       CanMEDS Open Call 

The CanMEDS Framework identifies and describes the abilities physicians require to effectively meet the 

health care needs of the people they serve. These abilities are grouped thematically and are integrated 

as competencies to shape physician education and career-long evolution of competence.  The CanMEDS 

Framework is revised regularly with input from many representative groups, including the Canadian 

Queer Medical Students Association. 

  

As part of the latest round of updates, the Royal College and our partnering organizations embarked on 

the multi-year project to gather broad public opinion to help improve the next iteration of the CanMEDS 

Framework (expected to be developed by 2025-26). Early input from collaborators indicated that the 

revisions should consider and explore: 

• reviewing the existing seven CanMEDS roles with conversations on six additional themes, 

• goals of anti-racism and anti-oppression, 

• goals of equity, diversity, inclusion, and accessibility (EDIA), 

• response to current societal needs and those expected in the next 10 years, including the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission recommendations as well as new themes, which will be 

addressed with the addition of new competencies. 

The national consultation process to date has been extensive and will continue to be central to the 

development of the framework over the coming years.  The CanMEDS Open Call is currently soliciting 

meaningful input from a wide and diversified breadth of interested parties to guide the next iteration of 

the CanMEDS Framework. You can submit to the Open Call via the following link: CanMEDS: A 

competency framework for physicians throughout their career (alchemer-ca.com), and the deadline for 

submission is December 31, 2023. 

  
2)       Royal College’s Strategic Plan 

The Royal College has also released our Strategic Plan 2023-2026 (royalcollege.ca).  Extensive 

consultations identified three complex societal are that are impacting the care specialist physicians 

deliver: 

• Health human resources and workforce well-being, 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalcollege.ca%2Fen%2Fcanmeds%2Fcanmeds-25%2Fcanmeds-2025-national-advisory-board.html&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qANu0qCnzl8L%2BK0sIqFShNK6bWNdWV4V4IaHzMI5e58%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalcollege.ca%2Fen%2Fcanmeds%2Fcanmeds-25%2Fewg-epanels.html&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h94kzrOSUIMpWmmN3JsaXD8rF3c4lx4MhsLehjRoKLk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F01%2FCalls_to_Action_English2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8d4hanBzuXhlNLfqKZD%2BO8%2FYx9%2BihNpe47GpZTZC3pA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F01%2FCalls_to_Action_English2.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8d4hanBzuXhlNLfqKZD%2BO8%2FYx9%2BihNpe47GpZTZC3pA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalcollege.ca%2Fen%2Fcanmeds%2Fcanmeds-25%2Fcm25-national-consultation-process.html&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2BqZ1yuuicl6fu0y4x2%2BNJaEYNwNZsPARuestErU9AY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer-ca.com%2Fs3%2F50210723%2FCanMEDS-OpenCall&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJ7K8%2FwpZv3wMcT186%2FyHAgKt34i3QCd8Kyy3hkRIJY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer-ca.com%2Fs3%2F50210723%2FCanMEDS-OpenCall&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DJ7K8%2FwpZv3wMcT186%2FyHAgKt34i3QCd8Kyy3hkRIJY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalcollege.ca%2Fen%2Fabout%2Froyal-college-strategic-plan.html&data=05%7C01%7Cadonato%40sherbourne.on.ca%7C2226a1f351ee489d41a108dbf4d6cd81%7C6a86a3187f874877b3889d41c97e09a2%7C0%7C0%7C638372976073629286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wT2h9QUKQ4BySYhFSCsMTSvCc3NZo%2B5Yg%2BKgFimEHFI%3D&reserved=0


• Indigenous health, anti-racism, equity, diversity and inclusion, and 

• Planetary health and sustainable health care 

 

These issues need to be addressed collectively by our membership, and as such, we have integrated 

these as themes into each of our core areas so we can begin to address the learning challenges and 

programming requirements inherent in each. 

  

 


